Pineal microdialysis in freely moving rats.
We describe a surgical technique to implant the guide cannula for in vivo microdialysis in the rat pineal gland. This technique has the following features and advantages: (a) does not require ligation of the superior or transverse sinus, (b) minimizes bleeding from the dural veins, (c) does not disturb the sympathetic innervation originating from superior cervical ganglia, which is essential for pineal function. This new technique makes it possible to carry out chronic pineal microdialysis of freely moving rats.